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Many great things are happening . . . 
Below is a paraphrase of A cts 2:43-47 read by one of the 
deacons at the Grantham Church in a Sunday evening 
service sponsored by the deacons: 
Many great things are happening within the congrega-
tion at Gran tham. A close family fellowship has continued 
to grow as individuals have shared their furni ture , clothes, 
and f inances with one another . Individuals have sold some 
personal possessions at yard sales and have donated the 
proceeds to the ongoing p rogram for the believers. Money 
has been given to our missionary of the month . Young 
couples in need have received suppor t and help. Individu-
als with fire and f lood damage have received aid. Those 
with heavy financial burdens have been counseled and 
helped with financial support . 
Members within the fellowship with gifts of carpentry, 
painting, drywalling, electrical work, automot ive skills, 
real estate planning, financial planning and at torney skills 
have been sharing these gifts in love according to what each 
one needed. 
Small g roups meet th rough the week to discuss the 
c o m m o n life with Christ and the Word with our neighbors. 
Meals have been shared together in homes, in group pic-
nics, and with carry-in meals. We have been eating with 
glad and humble hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
good will of all our members. And, thus, our family has 
cont inued to grow with addi t ional new members who have 
been saved and baptized. Others have also felt the call of 
Christ to travel to Canada , Kansas, and Lancaster to min-
ister to others. 
Thus, we have seen the spirit of Christ being fulfilled 
a m o n g the believers at Gran tham. 
Preview 
Many articles in this issue deserve careful reading and 
thought . Several articles deal with special ministries. Rev. 
Willie Richardson describes Brethren in Christ supported 
ministries in inner city Philadelphia. Dr. Ronald J. Sider 
recounts events at S A C L A , the historic cross cultural and 
cross denomina t iona l meeting in Pretoria, South Africa. 
On the back page, M C C reviews thirty years of service in 
mental health fields. 
Two short articles call for soul-searching. "Beggars for 
Neighbors" evokes s t rong feelings and leaves unanswered 
questions. " W h y They Fired the Pas tor" addresses ques-
tions of priori ty to pastors and laypersons. 
T h r o u g h o u t the issue, b ro therhood reports and con-
cerns are aired. Read this issue several times for full 
impact . 
Why Read Wesley? 
Howard A. Snyder 
Beggars for Neighbors 
Roy V. Sider 
Church News 
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Why Read Wesley? 
Howard A. Snyder 
It looks like John and Charles Wes-
ley are being "rediscovered" again! 
Several new books on John Wesley 
have recently appeared, and at least 
two reprints of early editions of his 
Works are coming off the presses. 
More dramatically, for the first time, 
Oxford University Press is publishing 
a comprehensive thirty-volume edition 
of the works of John Wesley, the 
former Oxford scholar. 
The amount of published material 
on the Wesleys is mind-boggling. More 
than two hundred biographies or bio-
graphical studies exist on John Wes-
ley. Yet, as Albert Outler notes, Wes-
ley has been "revered but not closely 
studied," even by Methodists. The 
Wesleys have suffered much at the 
hands of their interpreters, and most 
of us have learned Wesley second-
hand, not f rom his own writings. 
So today, we have the irony of Wes-
leyan Christians running after the latest 
books on theology, evangelism, church 
growth, and pastoral ministry when 
most of us have never read as much as 
one hundred pages of John Wesley. 
Yet, few contemporary authors come 
close to the depth and breadth of Wes-
ley, and no modern writer speaks f rom 
as profound a background of expe-
rience as Wesley did. In fact, probably 
no contemporary author combines doc-
trine with experience the way John 
Wesley does. To get some idea today 
of the impact of the life and writings of 
Wesley in his own age, we would have 
to combine the ministries of Billy Gra-
ham, Francis Schaeffer, and Bill Bright. 
The fact is, we have no contempo-
rary John Wesley. And yet we hardly 
know Wesley himself! Have we forgot-
ten our roots? 
John Wesley plugs us back into the 
whole history of the Christian church, 
while taking us to the heart of Scrip-
ture. It seems to me we can learn at 
least eight things f rom him. 
1. John Wesley shows us what 
Wesleyan theology really is. Wesleyan 
theology is not the theology of Wood, 
Watson, or Wynkoop. Mildred Wyn-
koop's book A Theology of Love is an 
important new contribution precisely 
because it shows us that we really have 
to get back to Wesley if we would 
understand him. That obvious truth is 
not always appreciated. Every one of 
Wesley's interpreters narrows the focus 
f rom the full Wesley and concentrates 
on the points which especially appeal 
to him or her. 
In particular, nineteenth-century holi-
ness interpreters of Wesley focused too 
narrowly on Wesley's doctrine of entire 
sanctification, and within that doc-
trine they focused too emphatically on 
the second crisis experience. The result 
was that they missed the broader struc-
ture of what Wesley meant by holiness. 
In the process, by overemphasizing an 
inward subjective second crisis expe-
rience, they unintentionally made all 
the necessary preparat ions for the 
modern Pentecostal movement. They 
failed to maintain Wesley's balance 
between inward and outward holiness 
and between crisis and process in sanc-
tification. 
My point here, however, is not to 
say how Wesley ought to be inter-
preted; it is rather to argue that we 
must read Wesley himself. We may be 
in for some surprises. 
2. Wesley teaches us about disci-
pline. A strange thing happens to me 
when I read Wesley. I find myself set-
ting higher goals, having better aspira-
tions, and using my time more care-
fully. Wesley teaches us a keen discipline 
that is free from legalism. In our care-
less age, we need to read Wesley to 
learn the disciplines of discipleship. 
3. Wesley teaches us an "evangeli-
cal synergism." Theology keeps falling 
off into humanism on the one side or 
into theistic fatalism on the other. 
Wesley's view of God's sovereignty is 
more profound than that of Calvin or 
Augustine: Wesley learned from Scrip-
ture that God's sovereignty is not 
threatened by the measure of freedom 
He has given humans. As much as 
anyone, Wesley emphasized original 
sin and human depravity. 
But he also saw that we are created 
in the image of God and that by God's 
grace we can cooperate with God to 
"work out our own salvation" in a pro-
found divine-human cooperation that 
finally depends all on God's goodness 
and grace. This is "evangelical syner-
gism"—not Pelagianism nor an unbib-
lical synergism, but a synergism (work-
ing together) based on grace and the 
power of the gospel. 
We need to learn this as a hedge 
against presumption, on the one hand, 
and on the other, against the kind of 
dispensational fatalism which makes 
us unbiblically pessimistic about the 
power of grace and the kingdom of 
God in our present age. 
4. Wesley teaches us about church 
growth. Who is a better authority on 
church growth, after all, than John 
Wesley? Who has a better record? 
Who has a greater appreciation of the 
balance between evangelism, disciple-
ship, and sanctification? Who can teach 
us more about the kind of congrega-
tional structures that nourish both 
numerical and spiritual growth? 
There is a Wesleyan perspective on 
church growth, and it is found in the 
writings and experience of the Wes-
leys. From John Wesley we learn about 
receptive peoples; mass and personal 
evangelism; evangelistic preaching; 
means of discipling new converts; the 
balance of worship, community, and 
witness; the balance of evangelism and 
social concern; the place of popular 
printed materials; the dynamics of per-
sonal spiritual experience; and the 
priority of preaching the gospel to the 
poor. Wesley said, "Don' t go only to 
those who need you, but to those who 
need you most." 
5. Wesley teaches us how to lead a 
holy life. Wesley continues to be the 
most balanced teacher on holy living 
since New Testament days. True, he 
was sometimes misunderstood, and 
the terms "Christian perfection" and 
to page four 
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"entire sanctification" are often (per-
haps usually) misinterpreted. He used 
these terms primarily in the sense of 
"perfecting" and "sanctifying." His view 
of holiness was dynamic through and 
through, though punctuated by crisis 
points. 
To Wesley, holiness meant the res-
toration of the image of God in present 
experience; the mind that was in Christ 
Jesus; loving God and persons with all 
the power God gives. His formulas 
were "faith working by love"; doing 
"all possible good"; "holiness and hap-
piness." To Wesley, holiness was hap-
piness because it meant the kind of 
union with God which is the only 
source of true happiness in human 
experience. 
Wesley picked and chose carefully, 
if surprisingly, f rom among seventeen 
centuries of Christian teachers on the 
holy life—everyone f rom Paul, Ori-
gen, Gregory of Nyssa, Macarius, Cy-
prian, and Augustine to Thomas a 
Kempis, John Arndt, August Francke, 
Jeremy Taylor, and William Law. He 
was marvelously catholic. He didn't 
mind quoting f rom Greek Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, 
Anglican, Quaker, or even supposedly 
heretical sources when he found bibli-
cal truth. 
As a result, Wesley is more balanced 
and biblical, and often more interest-
ing, than perhaps any other teacher on 
the holy life. But we don't learn this 
unless we read Wesley himself. 
6. Wesley teaches us to preach the 
gospel to the poor. B.T. Roberts was 
merely seconding Wesley when he said 
that Christians must, like Jesus, preach 
the gospel to the poor; that they must 
take special pains to see that this is 
done. When Wesley first preached out-
of-doors to the Bristol coal miners in 
1739, his text was "The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor" (Luke 4:18). Wesley was no 
respecter of persons, but he saw and 
felt the biblical bias in favor of the 
poor. 
Wesley was also wise enough to per-
ceive that under the influence of the 
gospel, Methodists would prosper and 
eventually probably betray this empha-
sis. He was right. But people like the 
Salvation Army and the early Free 
Methodists, and some of our modern 
Free Methodist urban and foreign 
missionaries, rediscovered Wesley and 
the gospel at this point. 
7. Wesley teaches us the use of 
logic and language. Part of Wesley's 
balance was the way he held together 
Scripture, reason, tradition, and expe-
rience. Few have been as experiential 
and experimental as Wesley, and yet 
Wesley had at least as much concern 
for logic and as much confidence in the 
reasonable basis of the faith as does 
Francis Schaeffer. 
Wesley, after all, studied and taught 
logic. He had a keen sense for words 
and language. Words were not play-
things to be twisted, teased, and pressed 
to sell a product; they were the build-
ing blocks of logic, channels of truth, 
and the careful expression of expe-
rience. Wesley knew that fuzzy lan-
guage meant confused experience and 
unclear doctrine. 
He was not always consistent in his 
use of language during fifty years of 
writing and speaking, but this is due 
mainly to his careful at tempts to be 
totally clear whenever he was talking 
about Christian experience in a par-
ticular context. If we would be Wes-
leyan, we must learn that words are 
more important than things and are 
closely related to experience, and that 
logic can be a powerful servant of 
truth. 
8. Wesley teaches us how to do 
theology. Theology is not just some-
thing you believe; it is something you 
do. Like it or not, a preacher is doing 
theology in his selection of a text. He is 
putting his own interpretation on the 
meaning of Scripture by choosing one 
passage over another. That is not bad; 
it is simply true. 
Theology is always man-made, no 
matter how biblical we try to make it. 
But it is more correct the more biblical 
it is. We need to understand what 
theology is and how to think theologi-
cally. Wesley can help us here. 
Wesley knew how to combine Scrip-
ture, reason, and experience with the 
best of the Christian tradition. Reason 
and experience were often his test of 
whether he had rightly understood 
Scripture or not. But Scripture was 
always the final authority. It was the 
"norming norm"; the ultimate judge 
that settled all dispute. In any test 
between tradition, reason, experience, 
and the Bible, the Word of God had to 
stand even if all else fell. Yet Wesley 
was confident, and demonstrated in 
experience, that there is a beautiful 
harmony between reason, experience, 
and the Word. 
The crisis that led to Aldersgate was 
a contest between tradition, reason, 
experience, and the Bible. Through 
Peter Bohler, Wesley became convinced 
logically that the Scriptures taught 
salvat ion by fa i th alone with full 
assurance of acceptance before God. 
Through reading the New Testament 
and listening to the testimonies of con-
verts, Wesley was convinced that sal-
vation by faith was God's will for peo-
ple in his own day. Rechecking the 
Anglican Articles of Religion and 
Homilies, he learned that this doctrine 
was not, in fact, contrary to what the 
Church of England had always taught. 
Finally, on May 24, 1738, the Spirit of 
God spoke peace to his heart and gave 
him faith to believe for his own full 
acceptance before God. 
Throughout his long life—both before 
and after Aldersgate—Wesley did theo-
logy essentially the same way. He pro-
vides a balance for us today, with our 
modern tendency to overrate feelings 
or, conversely, to be satisfied with nice 
doctrines but shallow experience. Wes-
ley teaches us to use logic and reason. 
He teaches us not to forget our roots, 
but to have our doctrine and expe-
rience grounded in historic Christianity— 
the very thing that Robert Webber 
urges on evangelicals in his recent 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
book, Common Roots. If we do not 
know Wesley, we will be less profound 
and less balanced than Wesley in both 
our doctrine and our experience. 
So far I have spoken almost exclu-
sively of John Wesley. But Charles 
Wesley is also an able teacher. Proba-
bly most of us, in fact, have learned 
more Wesleyan theology from Charles's 
hymns than f rom John 's sermons. And 
it is appropriate that we learn f rom 
Charles Wesley, for he reminds us of 
the poetic, esthetic, and experiential 
element that is so basic to Wesleya-
nism and to Scripture. 
Both Wesleys were poets, which is 
one reason Wesleyan theology is more 
finely balanced, more biblical, histori-
cal, and experiential, and also less sys-
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is the doctrine and experience of the 
singing heart; Calvinism is the doc-
trine and experience of the guilty but, 
hopefully, the acquitted criminal. 
Yet, Wesleyan theology comes "within 
a hair's breadth" of Calvinism, as Wes-
ley said, because it affirms all that is 
true and biblical in the Calvinist-Augus-
tinian tradition. The genius of Wes-
leyan theology and experience is that it 
goes beond legal and juridical meta-
phors to talk and sing of the heart set 
free. It is theology that has taken 
wings. 
So we can learn f rom the Wesleys. 
We are shortsighted if we do not. We 
can disprove the modern myths that 
Wesley is dry, or difficult to under-
stand, or that his language is too out-
of-date for our day. Anyone who can 
The house next door is empty. I 
have been quite interested in who may 
move in. Not that I am so choosy, but I 
am concerned—I wouldn't want a beggar 
living next door to me. After all, would 
you? It could create a bad atmosphere, 
and be difficult to explain to guests. 
Think of the possible effect on the 
entire neighborhood. Property would 
depreciate, including ours. 
I confess that there is someone I 
have in mind. In fact, I would prefer if 
he lived almost anywhere else than 
next to my house—or yours. He has no 
family, no friends, and no money. 
There's something wrong with him. 
He's foul smelling and has a pack of 
dogs—mongrels, of course. 
The house next door is a bit shabby 
now, probably too good for what he is 
accustomed to, but it would get worse 
soon enough! The lawn would never 
be mowed. I know what you are think-
ing—but we have enough trouble keep-
ing the lawn mowed around our own 
house now. Then if he became our 
neighbor there would be other things 
we would be almost compelled to do 
for him. You do understand, don't 
you? You see, I'm very busy doing the 
work of the Lord. 
By the way, I almost forgot to tell 
you the beggar's name. His name is 
Lazarus. Jesus told about him in Luke 
16. 
I have more in common with the 
damned rich man in that story than I 
care to admit. He didn't like a beggar 
as a neighbor either. He built a wall 
understand the seventeenth-century 
English of the King James Version can 
certainly understand the eighteenth-
century English of John Wesley. It 
takes only a little practice to catch 
onto the different cadences and the 
altered meanings of a few words. And 
in the process, we learn something 
about language. For sheer interest, 
Wesley's Journal is tops; and for their 
balance and beauty, Wesley's sermons 
are of continuing value as literature 
and theology. 
Those who ignore history, it is said, 
condemn themselves to repeat it. Those 
who ignore Wesley condemn them-
se lves t o lose t h e d y n a m i c of 
Wesleyanism. 
Reprinted from Light and Life, July 24. 1979. 
Winona Lake, Indiana. Used by permission. 
and hung a gate. You know what hap-
pened. Someone came along and moved 
the old beggar right up to the gate. He 
stayed there—dogs and all. What a 
mess! Besides, you know what dogs 
and beggars can do with garbage cans 
when they get a chance! 
The walls of the rich are impressive 
and almost impregnable. Some are 
built of concrete and crowned with 
barbed wire or laced with jagged glass. 
An iron gate is hung, and locked. A 
guard is on duty. The poor are kept 
out. There are other walls of unfair 
trade, unjust immigration and military 
might. They too keep people out—the 
poor, the ignorant, the weak, and the 
sick. Walls can be built with municipal 
bylaws, economic strait-jackets, and 
stained-glass windows. These keep the 
"community" nice and comfortable. 
The earth is a global village. Most of 
its inhabitants have no need of walls. 
They were born, they live and they will 
die on the wrong side of the world's 
barriers. Hatred, greed, gluttony, ig-
norance, fear and indifference keep the 
gates locked. 
Strange, Jesus didn't say much about 
the "religion" of Lazarus and the rich 
man. Or did he? 
The world's beggars die and so do 
we. I wonder if I'll meet Lazarus. If I 
do, what will I say to him? 
And, if I don't? 
Rov Sider is presently serving as Secretary of 






NCC Introduces New 
Faculty and Staff 
A number of new faculty and staff 
members have joined Niagara Christian 
College for the 1979-80 academic year. 
As of July 1. Dr. Walter Winger assumed 
responsibilities as President of the College. 
Dr. Winger, a graduate of NCC, brings a 
broad background of experience to his new 
post. During the past 12 years he has 
served as pastor of the Carlisle Brethren in 
Christ Church. During this period he com-
pleted his doctorate degree at Eastern Bap-
tist Seminary. Dr. Winger has served the 
Brethren in Christ Church in a number of 
capacities. He is presently Assistant Mod-
erator of the General Conference and 
Secretary of the Commission on Steward-
ship and Finance. 
Mark Charlton joins N C C as Dean of 
Student Life, a newly created post. He will 
be responsible for administering the non-
academic aspects of campus life. Mr. Charl-
ton, a graduate of both NCC and Messiah 
College, has worked overseas with the 
Mennonite Central Committee. He has 
recently completed course requirements 
for a doctora te in political science at Laval 
University. 
Phyllis Chow will be teaching Geography 
and Math. With an MA from the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, Mrs. Chow has nine-
teen years of teaching experience in Can-
ada and Hong Kong. 
Jean Giles will serve as school nurse and 
teach several courses. She is experienced 
both as a teacher and public health nurse 
and has worked in Ethiopia as a mission-
ary. 
Colleen Steele will teach Math, Biology 
and Chemistry. A graduate of Brock and 
Queen's Universities, Miss Steele taught at 
Eden Christian College before coming to 
NCC. 
Craig Sider joins the staff on a part-time 
basis as Admissions Counsellor. He is cur-
rently completing a degree in Business 
Administration. 
Lucille Charlton and Kathleen Cober 
have been added to the office staff. Mrs. 
Char l ton will serve as Secretary to the 
President and Office Coordinator . Miss 
Cober will act as Academic Secretary. 
Robert Kentie and Marcine Fransen 
have also recently joined the staff as Assis-
tant Cooks. 
Record Enrollment at 
NCC 
A record number of students have been 
enrolled at Niagara Christian College for 
1979-80. A total of 219 students were regis-
tered in the first week of September. This 
represents a significant 16.5% increase over 
last year's enrollment. It is the first time in 
NCC's 48 year history that enrollment has 
exceeded 200. 
This year's student body is composed of 
1 15 girls and 104 boys. A total of 123 of 
these are boarding students while 96 are 
day students. The number of foreign stu-
dents is 37, nearly the same as last year. 
The breakdown of students by class is: 
grade nine-59; grade ten-39; grade eleven-
42; grade twelve-43; and grade thirteen-36. 
This year's grade nine class is also the larg-
est entering class in the school's history. 
River Brethren Produce 
First Album 
The River Brethren, a student music 
ministry team from Niagara Christian Col-
lege, has just released its first record. 
Entitled The River Brethren, Volume I, the 
album features John Peterson's cantata, 
Love and Kindness and a collection of 
songs by Roger Breland entitled Truth. 
Production of the record was an exciting 
culmination of a year of intensive rehearsal 
and performance. 
The River Brethren is composed of 16 
students who perform as two separate mu-
sical ministry teams. Each group consists 
of carefully selected students, chosen to 
exalt Jesus Christ through testimony and 
song and to represent Niagara Christian 
College. 
Messiah College 
Holy Spirit Emphasis 
in Continuing Education 
The Continuing Education Department 
of Messiah College combined forces with 
the Higher Education Task Force of the 
Canadian Conference to sponsor a series 
of two weekend courses on "The Holy 
Spirit in Christian Experience." 
£ - v c u o g e l i c a L 
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Luke L. Keefer, Jr . , Messiah College 
Chaplain and Assistant Professor in Bible 
and Religion, taught the course both week-
ends. 
The classes met first at Cross Roads 
Memoria l Church (Pusl inch) , Guelph, 
Ontario, on October 12 and 13. On Novem-
ber 9-10 the course was taught at Niagara 
Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario. 
The teacher said that the brief course 
was an at tempt to move toward a more 
common understanding through a biblical, 
theological, and historical study of the 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Four lectures 
were presented, with ample time for discus-
sion. 
The four class periods considered: "The 
Holy Spirit and the New Covenant ," "The 
Holy Spirit and the Believer," "The Holy 
Spirit and Sanctification," and "The Holy 
Spirit in the Brethren in Christ Church." 
Messiah College News Bits 
Rev. Frank Kipe is teaching part-time at 
Messiah College. He received the B.S. 
degree f rom Messiah College and will soon 
be awarded an M. A. f rom Fuller Theolog-
ical Seminary. He served as Bishop of 
Brethren in Christ Missions in Zambia for 
ten years. 
The film, "Hazel's People," was shown 
at Messiah College on Friday evening of 
Homecoming. The film is based on a book 
by Merle Good and focuses on the ques-
tions of Christian life-style. 
The Messiah College soccer team trav-
elled to Holland in August under the spon-
sorship of the Holland Youth for Christ. 
They played 8 games, winning 4 (a surprise 
to them and the very good teams they 
played), were involved in one-to-one wit-
nessing, and frequently stayed with Dutch 
people in their homes. It was a good cross-
cultural, spiritual, and sports experience. 
The recently completed Townhouse Resi-
dence (apartments) for students was pub-
licly dedicated on October 20. 
Subscriptions 
November is Evangelical Visitor month. At this time, 
long standing readers are urged to renew their subscrip-
tions at a rate of $5.50 a year (or less for more years 
subscribed). New readers and gift subscription givers may 
take advantage of the introductory rate of $4.50 a year. 
Either way, the cost per issue is less than a quarter. 
Expect a contact soon f rom a Visitor representative in 
your congregation. If no representative is near you, send 
your renewal, new or gift subscription to: 
Box 166 
Evangel Press 
301 N. Elm Street 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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Conference News 
Allegheny 
Guest speaker at Air Hill on Sunday 
morning, Sept. 23, was Rev. Dale Ulery. 
Residents of Messiah Village were in charge 
of the Vesper Service at Air Hill on Sunday 
evening. The group was hosted by the 
Ambassador Class. • The Choraleers f rom 
Lancaster ministered to the Antrim con-
gregation on Sunday, Sept. 9. The deacons 
and wives served the group the evening 
meal. Special guest on Sunday, Oct. 7, was 
Dan Estes, a Christian businessman f rom 
Somerset, Ky. • A cantata was presented 
by the Big Valley congregation to the Clear 
Creek Church on Sunday evening, Sept. 
30. A baptismal service was held on Sun-
day, Sept. 23. 
The Cedar Heights Church had Fred 
Fox as guest speaker for Missions Prayer 
Fellowship on Sunday, Sept. 9. Fred recent-
ly toured the U.S. and Europe with Cam-
pus Crusade. Sunday, Sept. 30, was recog-
nized as Youth Sunday by the congregation 
and had Rev. and Mrs. Earl Herr and 
children as their guests. • Dr. George 
Kimber was the guest speaker for a retreat 
held by the Career 's Class of the Carlisle 
Sunday School. The retreat was held Oct. 
19, 20, and 21. • The Fairview Avenue 
Church hosted a Hymn Sing with the Hol-
lowell and Five Forks congregations on 
Sunday evening, Oct. 7. The pastor, Lynn 
Thrush, led a training session for small 
groups recently. • Marshall Poe was the 
guest speaker at the Five Forks Church on 
Sunday morning, Oct. 28. The Gospel 
Team f rom Messiah Coliege presented the 
evening program. 
On Sunday evening, Sept. 30, Mike 
Matto gave a report to the Grantham con-
gregation on his summer basketball minis-
try. • Guest speakers of the Green Spring 
congregation on Sunday, Sept. 30, were 
Wayne and Marie Harms, returned mis-
sionaries f rom Korea. Homecoming was 
observed on Sept. 16 with Rev. Charles 
Lehman, Sam Lady, Paul McBeth, and 
Allen Brubaker as guest speakers. • On 
Sunday af ternoon, Aug. 26, Clair Hess, 
Radio Bible Class staff member , pre-
sented a p rogram to the Messiah Village 
congregation. • The Montgomery congre-
gation reports revival services held on Oct. 
21-31 with former Bishop Charlie B. Byers 
as the evangelist. The Marshall Poe family 
shared on Wed. evening, Sept. 12. 
The Mt. Rock congregation received 
several persons into fellowship on Sunday, 
Sept. 23. A reception was held in the fel-
lowship room following the service. • Rev. 
and Mrs. Dale Ulery were guests of the 
Mowersville congregation on Sunday eve-
ning, Sept. 23. Rev. Ulery shared of their 
recent trip to Cuba. • The Missions Com-
mission of the Paramount congregation 
sponsored an ice cream social and food 
shower for Chet and Millie Sollenberger 
on Sunday evening, Sept. 30, upon their 
return f rom Africa. • Guests of the Spring 
Hope Church were the Elwood Wingert 
family on Sunday af ternoon, Nov. 4. The 
congregation held revival services on Oct. 
21 -28 with Ross Morningstar as the speak-
er. 
Atlantic 
The Clearwater congregation held an 
installation service for their pastor, Rev. 
Levi M. Brubaker on Sunday, Oct. 7. 
Bishop John Byers officiated at the service 
and brought the morning sermon. The 
Brubakers had served under the Board for 
Missions in Zambia prior to coming to 
Clearwater. • The Cross Roads congrega-
tion held revival services Oct. 3-7 with 
Orion T. Rhodes as the evangelist. A 
Women's Retreat was held Nov. 3, with 
Dorothy Gish and Esther Snyder as speak-
ers. • John and Dawn Hess f rom Lancas-
ter, Pa., presented an evening of music to 
the Elizabeihtown congregation on Sun-
day evening, Sept. 30. • The Holden Park 
congregation has recently purchased a strip 
of land adjoining the present church prop-
erty. A reception of two members was held 
on Sunday, Sept. 30. 
Homecoming Day was observed on Sun-
day, Sept. 30, by the Hummelstown con-
gregation. A record attendance of 212 was 
reached for the service. • The Lancaster 
Church has announced that the Eugene 
Boyer family will be participating in the 
Bethel Springs Church. The Women's Fel-
lowship held a retreat on Sept. 29 with 
Marilyn Hobecker sharing. • The Board of 
Christian Education of the Manheim con-
gregation is promoting Bible memoriza-
tion throughout the Sunday school. • The 
Manor congregation held a get-acquainted 
time on Sunday, Sept. 16, following the 
reception of ten new members. A Family 
Life Conference was held Sept. 23-26, with 
Jill and Lyn Renich as guest speakers. 
A program of Gospel music was given to 
the Maytown congregation on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 30, by the Gloryland Quar-
tet. • The Palmyra congregation held a 
Missionary Conference on Sept. 22and 23, 
with offerings reaching $4,849.10 • A Fall 
fellowship dinner was held by the Pequea 
Church on Wednesday, Oct. 24. Rev. Isaac 
Kanode led the congregation in a congre-
gational survey on Oct. 21. • Members of 
the Refton congregation are participating 
in Neighborhood Bible Studies. • Chuck 
and Cara Musser ministered to the Shenks 
congregation on Sunday, Sept. 9. The 
Mussers shared of their evacuation f rom 
Nicaragua and Chuck's recent trip back. 
The 20th anniversary was observed by 
the Silyerdale congregation on Sunday, 
Oct. 7. The noon meal was held following 
the morning service. • A Javanese dinner 
was held on Sat. evening, Oct. 13, by the 
Skyline View congregation, for their mis-
sionary weekend. Dr. Russell Honeywell 
was the guest speaker. • The youth of the 
Souderton Church presented the musical 
drama, "Tell It Like It Is" to the congrega-
tion on Sunday, Sept. 16. Darrel Brubaker 
has accepted the responsibility as Asso-
ciate Minister. 
Canadian 
A Harvest of Music service was held on 
Sunday evening, Oct. 21, by the Massey 
Place congregation. Mrs. Mary Epp was in 
charge of arranging for the special music. 
Dr. Henry Ginder spoke on the Christian 
Family on Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning, Oct. 27 and 28. • The New Life 
congregation held a Staff Rally on Wed-
nesday, Oct. 3, with Bishop Harvey Sider 
as the resource person. The New Life 
Nursery School held open house on Sept. 
25. • The Rosebank congregation met in 
their first "Goals Discovery" group on 
Oct.3. This was the first of 5 sessions to 
determine their part in the communi ty as a 
church. 
The Stayner congregation reports that a 
successful Day Camp was held this summer 
with the majority of the campers respond-
ing to the decision time. The camp was 
directed by Donita Ruppert. • Recent 
guests of the Wainfleet congregation were 
Allan and Anne Wideman on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 9. The Widemans are train-
ing for service with Wycliffe Translators. 
Also, Paul Moore and the George Com-
forts shared on Sunday evening, Sept. 30, 
of their work on Montreal Lake Children's 
Home. 
Central 
On Sunday, Sept. 23, Rev. and Mrs. 
Garry Lyons observed their 65th wedding 
anniversary. Rev. and Mrs. Lyons are 
members of the Bethel (Merrill) congrega-
tion, Mi. A money tree totaling $253 was 
given to Brethren in Christ Missions in 
honor of the couple. 
The Bethel Community congregation 
held a Singspiration on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 30. • The pastor of Beulah Chapel, 
Kenneth Gibson, is teaching a Home Bible 
Memory Course. The month of October 
was designated as "Bring a Friend" month 
by the congregation. • The DeRossett con-
gregation observed homecoming on Sun-
day, Sept. 23, with five former pastors 
sharing in the service. A carry-in dinner 
was held following the morning service. 
A representative f rom Gideon's Interna-
tional spoke to the Fairview congregation 
on Sunday, Oct. 14. • The Kuhn Sisters 
gave a concert to the Highland congrega-
tion on Sunday evening, Sept. 30. "Sounds 
of Praise," made up of World Vision repre-
sentatives was given on Thursday evening, 
Oct. 4. • On Sunday evening, Sept. 30, the 
Powell Puppet Ministry was presented at 
the Lakeview Church. • The Mooretown 
congregation spent a work day on Satur-
day, Sept. 29, to help construct a garage for 
the parsonage. 
The Nappanee congregation held a Mis-
sions Conference on Sunday, Oct. 7, with 
Marshall Poe presenting the morning ser-
mon and James Stauffer speaking in the 
evening service. • Gilbert and Mary Ann 
Gomez were installed as the pastoral cou-
ple of Union Grove congregation on Wed-
nesday evening, Sept. 5. The couple held 
an open house for the congregation on 
Sunday af ternoon. Oct. 14. • The Western 
Hills congregation hosted a Singspiration 
on Sunday af ternoon, Sept. 30. Southern 
Ohio churches participated in the service. 
Midwest 
Ginger Zerby, 15-year old member of 
the Bethany congregation, recently was 
named as one of the top ten finalists in the 
to page eleven 
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Helping to Share 
God's Love 
In the City 
Willie Richardson 
Since 1974, the Brethren in Christ have shared financially in the ministry of two 
black evangelical groups in Philadelphia. For the past three years Dwain Harwick, 
Messiah College graduate, served with the Christian Stronghold Missionary Society 
as a voluntary service worker assigned by the Board for Missions. 
Our cities are mission fields. Our cities have people that 
need to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. There is a 
ministry going on in the city. There is a black evangelical 
movement in the city of Philadelphia. The churches 
involved in this movement are quite young. The reason for 
this is that, generally, blacks were not permitted or able to 
attend white Bible schools, colleges or seminaries until the 
late 1950's and early 1960's. 
We are now beginning to see the impact of the graduates 
of these schools. Most of the churches are small and do not 
have sufficient funds for a ministry. These churches were 
founded by men who had very little money or no money at 
all, but who saw the need to bring people to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
As we look at the facts of the economic situation in 
America, gathered from statistical data supplied by our 
government, we find an inequality between the income of 
black Americans and white Americans. There has been a 
five to seven thousand dollars difference in income between 
black and white families since the economic statistics have 
been kept by the federal government. If we realize that 
there is this difference between the white and black family 
income, then we should readily understand that this would 
affect the revenue of our churches. Therefore, we who are 
involved in a ministry in the city are far short of funds to 
enable us to do an adequate job. 
The majority of black churches in the city are pastored 
by men who have full-time secular jobs and are pastoring 
the church full-time, as well. These men not only support 
their families with their salaries, but also support their 
church ministry. Most of the time the salaries-of these men 
are what is used to begin the church, in addition to keeping 
the ministry going, until they grow large enough so other 
converts can help support the work. The hours and dedica-
tion that most of these men give to their ministry is nothing 
less than heroic sacrifice. After these men have put in an 
eight hour day on a secular job, they work four to five 
hours each evening in the church ministry, fourteen hours 
on Saturday and twelve hours on Sunday. When you total 
these hours, approximately forty-six hours a week are 
given by these men working in the ministry, in addition to 
their secular jobs. 
You can imagine the toll this takes on the pastor's time 
with his family and what it does to relationships in that 
family. We have also noticed the toll it takes on the man's 
health. He gives the best part of his day to a secular job and 
his proficiency decreases in the evening hours of his minis-
try. Nevertheless, the Lord is blessing these ministries. 
People are being won to Jesus Christ and disciples are 
being made in spite of these handicaps. However, if there 
could be more support f rom the Church of Jesus Christ for 
the mission fields in the city, more people could be reached 
for our Lord. 
In my own case, I was working under similar conditions 
to those I have already described. I was working forty 
hours a week as a mechanical design engineer and was also 
spending forty hours a week in church ministry. My church 
was not able to support my family and me in a full-time 
ministry. The Brethren in Christ Church supplemented my 
family's support and this enabled me to terminate my 
secular job to become a full-time minister. 
Many blessings have come about because of this arrange-
ment. First, it enables me to spend more time with my 
family. I can put adequate time into being a husband to my 
wife and a father to my children. It also means that I can 
give God the best hours of the day to the ministry and can 
get adequate rest. 
One of the greatest assets to my ministry has been the 
(Left) Willie Richardson, past 
recently relocated and remodei 
Church. (Right) The new churci 
the, old church. 
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opportunity to get further training, mostly through pas-
toral seminars that are given in the daytime. This has been 
a t remendous aide in furthering the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
I have also learned how to train our people in better ways 
to do a greater ministry for the Lord. I have been able to 
share some of this knowledge and training with other 
churches and organizations. 
Before the Brethren in Christ started helping with the 
support of my family, they aided us in evangelism. We 
purchased a movie projector with funds f rom the Brethren 
in Christ to use in street evangelism. More than fifty people 
have received Jesus Christ f rom the direct use of this 
projector in this ministry. We have mostly used these funds 
to purchase Bibles and evangelistic teaching materials for 
our evangelistic outreach and Bible clubs. We are still able 
to give a Bible to everyone who professes the acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 
One of the most exciting things that the Brethren in 
Christ Church has done to aid us in ministering in the city 
was to send us a full-time missionary. When I made the 
request for a missionary, it was totally by faith, because I 
did not believe that any white church would send one of 
their people to work under black leadership in the city. 
When Dwain Harwick (the Brethren in Christ missionary) 
came to us, this enabled us to develop a reading program 
for our church members and for the people in the commun-
ity. Many adults and young people do not know how to 
read at all or they need help in reading comprehension. 
(You can't very well help people in the community to grow 
in the Lord through Bible study if they cannot read the 
Bible.) Dwain's ministry has improved and strengthened 
our existing tutorial program to the young people in the 
community. A number of people have been introduced to 
Jesus Christ through these ministries and have accepted 
the Lord as their Savior. 
A case in point is a gentleman who learned to read at the 
age of 65 and was able to write to his mother for the first 
time. He told his 85-year-old mother, who had been pray-
ing for his salvation, that he had received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Savior and that he now knows how to read 
and write. 
Dwain has developed and worked in many areas of our 
ministry in Philadelphia. I will mention just one other—of 
his help, we were able to have a day camp during the 
iffice is located one block f rom 
summer for the children in the community. We are looking 
forward one day to this developing into a full-time summer 
camping program. 
As we look over the few years that we received aid from 
the Brethren in Christ, we praise the Lord because of the 
progress made. Back in 1974 we had eight laymen doing 
evangelistic work. Today we have about thirty-five better 
trained people doing ministry and evangelistic work on a 
part-time basis. Our church membership has grown from 
100 in 1974 to nearly 300 today. The church now supports 
my family. 
As I look toward the future, considering God's will in 
what has been accomplished in partnership with the 
Brethren in Christ Church, I believe this should be a model 
for others concerned with carrying out the great commis-
sion in the city. We would like to see other missionaries in 
the very near future come and work with us here in the city. 
We would like to see other churches and other Chris-
tians willing to support pastors who have secular jobs and 
want to become full-time workers in their church, but who 
cannot because the church is unable to support them. I 
think that the model of the Brethren in Christ involvement 
with us should be duplicated all over the country by other 
churches. I have had the opportunity to speak and travel 
throughout the United States and Canada during the past 
few years. I have discovered many black evangelical 
churches in our cities that can use assistance. We praise 
God for the opportunity to share with some of these 
churches ways in which they can strengthen their minis-
tries. But, I realize that without the help we received f rom 
the Brethren in Christ in the past we would not have very 
much to share with anyone. PRAISE GOD! 
Social Services Director Needed 
Southside Center, a black evangelical church in Phi-
ladelphia which receives assistance from Brethren in 
Christ through the Board for Missions, is looking for a 
Director of Social Services to work f rom Southside's 
Social Service Center, contacting persons in the com-
munity, locating volunteers and organizing commun-
ity activities, such as voter registration. The unique 
challenges of this position demand a willingness to 
understand and relate to the needs of inner-city blacks. 
Southside's Director of Social Services receives a 
yearly salary and living accomodations at the Center. 
The position is available immediately, with a min-
imum two-year contract preferred. 
Interested persons may contact either: Randy Jones, 
Southside Community Church-Center, 1521 South 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146 (215) PE5-1837 or 
Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, 
PA 17022 (717) 367-7045. 
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Editorial Note: 
In 1974 an international group of Chris-
tians with concern for world evangeliza-
tion met in Switzerland for the Lausanne 
Congress. This Congress provided an un-
precedented opportunity for world-wide 
interaction among evangelical Christians 
and for active involvement by Third World 
countries. Two years later, a concern for 
the evangelization of Africa brought together 
Christians in Nairobi, Kenya, for PA CLA 
the Pan African Christian Leadership 
Assembly. In 1979 South Africa, called 
"the land of apartheid," was the scene of 
another cross-cultural gathering of evan-
gelical Christians. This was SAC LA, the 
South African Christian Leadership 
Assembly. 
One of the speakers at this recent gather-
ing was Dr. Ronald J. Sider, a member of 
the Brethren in Christ Church and asso-
ciate professor of theology at Eastern Bap-
tist 'theological Seminary. In this article 
Dr. Sider shares personal ref lections on the 




Ronald J. Sider 
The largest religious gathering in 
South Africa's history occurred on 
July 5-15, 1979, in Pretoria, the admin-
istrative capital of the country. Over 
5,000 Christians from all races and 
denomina t ions came to at tend the 
South African Christian Leadership 
Assembly (SACLA). Michael Cassi-
dy's interracial African Enterprise, the 
most progressive evangelical organiza-
tion in South Africa, provided the 
basic impetus and organizational ex-
pertise. 
An awesome sense of history per-
vaded the assembly, which was called 
to offer the church perhaps its last 
chance to take a stand for fundamen-
tal, peaceful change. Informed Chris-
tians in South Africa realize that unless 
sweeping change comes peacefully in 
the very near future, there will be 
widespread violence that will be long 
and bloody. 
(Because its military forces are so 
strong and its economy so vigorous 
and self-sufficient, South Africa could 
hold off a well-financed, well-supplied 
guerilla army for years, perhaps a 
decade. In the long run, of course, 
defeat and disaster are inevitable.) 
Participants came from all races and 
churches, although not in numbers 
proportionate to the population. Per-
haps one-third of the participants were 
blacks (including Indians and "col-
oreds"). Many radical and moderate 
blacks stayed away because they felt 
either that it was too late for peaceful 
change or because they feared that the 
presence of Afrikaan Christians sig-
nalled support for the status quo. On 
the other hand, some segments of the 
Afrikaaner press, both religious and 
secular, attacked SACLA sharply, and 
sometimes slanderously, because it 
feared SACLA would produce change. 
In spite of that, however, about a tenth 
of the participants were Dutch Re-
formed. White, English-speaking Chris-
tians of many denominations made up 
the rest. (Some conservative evangeli-
cals opposed SACLA for being too 
ecumenical.) 
To assemble such a diverse group 
demanded great skill in building a coa-
lition. Representatives of many differ-
ent viewpoints addressed the assem-
bly. They ranged from a white Pente-
costal leader who condemned opposition 
to the government to one of South 
Africa's most outspoken black leaders. 
But the basic tone of the conference 
was set by Professor David Bosch 
(Dutch Reformed missionary, missi-
ologist and chairman of SACLA's 
Executive Committee) who spoke twice, 
condemning injustice and calling for 
prompt, peaceful change. 
What did SACLA achieve? That it 
happened at all, in spite of major 
opposition in the last year, was a near-
miracle. Many predicted that such a 
large, diverse gathering could not occur 
peacefully. It did—without one tar-
and-feather ing, which some feared 
would befall David Bosch as it had 
another outspoken Afrikaan professor 
two weeks before SACLA. A warm 
spirit of unity and fellowship across 
racial, ethnic and denominational lines 
was visibly present. That people talked 
to each other across these lines—often 
for the first time—was one important 
result. 
SACLA was a time of discovery for 
the participants. One of the most as-
tonishing discoveries for me was the 
devastating success of apartheid and 
government control of the media. The 
amount of communication across racial 
and ethnic barriers is frighteningly 
inadequate. White university students 
discovered news and feelings of articu-
late black Christian peers for the first 
time as they met on a SACLA sub-
conference. The same discovery was 
made in the National and Civic Lead-
ers' sub-conference. As a result of 
SACLA, a number of proposals for 
action emerged. 
But the time is desperately short. 
Many blacks have already despaired 
of any solution other than violence. 
More white Christians are beginning 
slowly to see the need for change, but 
every month of delay brings more de-
spair and hostility in the black com-
munity. 
I talked with a prominent Dutch 
Reformed Christian about the future. 
Deeply pessimistic, he confessed that 
the only thing that could prevent disas-
terous, prolonged violence was imme-
diate, courageous action by the church. 
I asked him what would happen if 
10,000 biblical Christians decided to 
go to the government of South Africa 
in the name of the Risen Jesus, saying 
they would pray there together, even if 
that meant imprisonment, until fun-
damental change occurred. 
He answered, "If they were evangel-
ical Christians, unrelated to the World 
Council of Churches, and if they were 
committed to peaceful change, such an 
action would change everything. The 
government would be forced to act. 
One would not even need 5,000 
Christians." 
I thought, "My God, when the al-
ternative is perhaps a decade of ghastly 
civil war that will kill tens of thousands 
of people and devastate a beautiful 
land, are there not 3,000 Christians 
that will dare to risk there lives for 
peace and justice?" 
SACLA has prompted hundreds of 
South African Christians to ask in a 
new, urgent way what biblical faith 
demands of them at this crossroads of 
history in South Africa. I beg every 
person who cares about the future of 
the church in Africa to beseech God 
daily in the next months to give these 
brothers and sisters the necessary, cost-
ly courage. 
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Dear Baby Joshua, 
Letter read by Mrs. Brian Lady at the dedication of their firstborn son, 
Joshua Alan Lady, Hon congregation, Kansas 
Dear baby Joshua, 
Mommy and Daddy are so proud and thankful to have such a healthy 
beautiful baby boy. You truly are a gift f rom God and we give Him all the 
glory. 
Today as we dedicate you, we, too are making a sobering commitment. 
We need to lead you in paths of righteousness trusting that you will some-
time dedicate your own young life to His service. 
A look at the One to whom we dedicate, however, takes away any dread of 
releasing to the Lord what seems to be ours. It is in dedication that we find a 
new and triumphant peace. As I Samuel 1:28 reads, "Therefore . . . I have 
lent him to the Lord." 
We love you so much baby Joshua! 
Mommy and Daddy 
Miss Oklahoma U.S. Teen pageant. Gin-
ger, who is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Zerby, won the talent competition 
with her ventriloquist act and piano solo. • 
A Lay Fellowship was held by the Oak 
Park congregation on Sunday af ternoon, 
Sept. 30. After a time of singing and 
refreshments, the film "Pilgrim's Progress" 
was shown. 
Opportuni ty was given the Rosebank 
congregation to see the recently purchased 
parsonage on Sunday, Sept. 9, when the 
pastoral couple, Ron and Marilyn Free-
man, hosted an open house. • A Christian 
Education Seminar was held on Friday 
evening, Oct. 26, by the Zion Church. John 
Arthur Brubaker was the resource person. 
Pacific 
The Labish and New Life Churches 
shared in a pulpit exchange on Sunday, 
Sept. 9. Glenn Ginder is pastor of Labish 
and John Fries is the pastor of New Life. • 
The Life Line Chapel held their Sunday 
school picnic on Saturday, Oct. 13 in the 
Oakland Hills. 
Births 
Agee: Thomas Michael, Jr . , born July 
9, to Michael and Olive (Rupright) Agee, 
Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mi. 
Bard: Kimberly Jean, born July 31, to 
Mike and Kathy Bard, Speedwell Heights 
congregation, Pa. 
Bertram: Christian Michael, born Sept. 
6, to Walt and Mary Bertram, Gran tham 
congregation, Pa. 
Bowser: Jena Renae, born Sept. 18, to 
Doug and Mary Beth Bowser, Highland 
congregation, Oh. 
Brandis: Mat thew Ryan, born July 10, 
to Thomas and Regina Brandis, Souder-
ton congregation, Pa. 
Breneman: Greta Lynn, born Sept. 1, to 
Jerry and Glenda Breneman, Pequea con-
gregation, Pa. 
Brown: Elizabeth May, born June 15, 
to David and Beverly Brown, Highland 
congregation, Oh. 
Brubaker: Erica Beth, born Aug. 31, to 
Rober t and Gail (Conover ) Brubaker , 
Macha Hospital, Choma, Zambia. 
Cramer: Mat thew Douglas, born July 
29, to Mark and Jane Cramer , Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Engle: Kent Richard, born Sept. 23, to 
Richard and Yvonne (Huntoon) Engle, 
Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mi. 
Groff: Kenneth Ryan, born Aug.21, to 
Kenneth and Jan Groff, Manheim congre-
gation, Pa. 
Hawkins: Danna Lynn, born Sept. 20, 
to Douglas and Cheryl Hawkins, Bertie 
congregation, Ont. 
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Hilsher: Janine Suzanne, born May 21, 
to John and Sandy Hilsher, Maytown 
congregation, Pa. 
Hostetter: Amanda Leigh, born Sept. 
11, to Steven and Nancy (Yingling) Hostet-
ter, Martinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Mansion: Nicholas Edward, born Aug. 
22, to Ted and Sheila Mansion, Houghton 
congregation, Ont. 
McCombs: Suzanne Louise, chosen by 
Roy and Sharon McCombs, Cheapside 
congregation, Ont. 
Mcllveen: Amy Marie, born Sept. 8, to 
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Mcllveen, Fairview 
congregation. Pa. 
Parfitt: Erica, born June 6, to Vaughn 
and Robin Parfit t , Cheapside congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Purdue: Angela Dawn, born Sept. 23, 
to Michael and Teresa Purdue, Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Respicio: Jennifer Kulani, born May 6, 
to Joseph and Connie Respicio, Souderton 
congregation, Pa. 
Rissinger: Aaron Daniel, born Sept. 30, 
to Brian and Doris Rissinger, Highland 
congregation, Oh. 
Rock: Amber Nicole, born Sept. 5, to 
Kent and Mary Rock, Rosebank congre-
gation, Ks. 
Rosenberry: Jeffrey Dean, born July 
17, to Rev. Carl and Priscilla Rosenberry, 
Altoona congregation, Pa. 
Ryan: Meghan Elizabeth, born Aug. 
24, to Rev. Kevin and Gail Ryan, Zion 
congregation, Ks. 
Sands: Jennifer Lynn, born Aug. 8, to 
Kenneth and Kathy Sands. Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Saner: Junie Kay. born Aug. 29, to 
Kenneth and Kathy Saner, Cedar Grove 
congregation. Pa. 
Seigel: Kristen Marie, born Aug. 19. to 
Robert and Susan Seigel. Lancaster con-
gregation, Pa. 
Sollenberger: Brent Edward, born Aug. 
22, to Lane and Judy (Gayman) Sollen-
berger, New Guilford congregation. Pa. 
Sponaugle: Rebecca Lynn, born Sept. 
21, to Martin and Andrea Sponaugle, 
Lancaster congregation. Pa. 
Stern: Aaron Wayne, born April 10, to 
Wayne and Ruth (Nissley) Stern. Martins-
burg congregation. Pa. 
Stern: Ryan Keith, born Aug. 19, to 
Chuck and Anita (Knepper) Stern, Pleas-
ant Hill congregation. Oh. 
Teitz: Mary Jane, born May 19, to 
Robert and Linda Teitz, Cheapside con-
gregation, Ont. 
Vandervecht: Brian James, born Sept. 
20. to Hank and Betty Vandervecht, Bertie 
congregation, Ont. 
VanRegenmorter: Matthew, born July 
20, to George and Elaine (Schamp) Van-
Regenmorter. Holland. Mi. 
Walls: Eric David, born Sept. 5, to 
David and Joan (Kaiser) Walls, New Guil-
ford congregation. Pa. 
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This past summer the quiet, moun-
tain environment of Spring Lake Re-
treat served as the setting for a Board 
of Christian Education work-retreat. 
Board of Christian Education mem-
bers and their families, * totalling 49 
ind iv idua ls , t raveled f r o m across 
United States and Canada to enjoy the 
atmosphere of Spring Lake Retreat 
while the Board pursued its task of 
administering the program of Chris-
tian education for the brotherhood. 
Along with the business aspect of the 
retreat there were times of relaxed fel-
lowship and an emphasis on family 
enrichment through various kinds of 
recreational, social, and worship activi-
ties. 
One would think that these activities 
would have kept the Board and their 
families quite busy. But such was not 
the case with the BCE'ers. Instead they 
volunteered to help with several work 
projects around the camp. This gave 
members of the board an opportunity 
to share in the ministry of Spring Lake 
as they engaged in a form of creative 
recreation. It also provided an oppor-
tunity for Board members to get to 
know and appreciate each other in a 
different kind of working relationship. 
The work projects undertaken by 
the Board were: the completion of a 
trail a r o u n d the c a m p , inc luding 
toboggan hill, and the construction of 
an outdoor restroom facility referred 
to as "the office" by its chief architect, 
Earl Lehman. The completion of these 
projects was a most appreciated con-
tribution to Spring Lake Retreat. 
An additional feature of the retreat 
was the fact that the BCE'ers shared 
the camp facilities with members of the 
Spring Lake Retreat summer camp 
staff who were at camp for pre-camp 
orientation. This was a valuable expe-
rience for both groups. It gave the 
Spring Lake Retreat staff an oppor-
tunity to learn to know BCE members 
and to gain some insight into the work 
of the Board. It also gave the Board an 
opportunity to meet first-hand four 
Board of Christian Education members hard at work cleaning a trail at Spring 
Lake Retreat. 
teenagers who were involved in the 
BCE-sponsored Summer Service pro-
gram by serving as members of the 
Spring Lake Retreat staff. This inter-
change between the Spring Lake Re-
treat staff and the BCE was high-
lighted by athletic competition. Al-
though the BCE'ers seemed to be in 
command on the volleyball court, the 
Spring Lake Retreat staff proved to be 
unstoppable on the Softball field. All 
told, a sense of affinity developed 
between the BCE'ers and the Spring 
Lake Retreat staff as a result of these 
times of interaction. 
In reflection, one can say many 
good things about the BCE retreat at 
Spring Lake Retreat. Among the most 
important is the fact that families f rom 
all over the United States and Canada 
were willing to gather together for an 
extended period of time not only to 
establish future directions for Chris-
tian education, but also to develop a 
closer working relationship with each 
other as board members and families. 
As one on the outside looking in, I was 
filled with a feeling of confidence in 
realizing that our Board of Christian 
Education is striving very actively to 
give meaningful direction to the brother-
hood in the field of Christian educa-
tion. It was a privilege to have had the 
opportunity to work with them for this 
period as a camp staff member. 
Submitted by Joe Hyatt 
Program Director, 
Spring Lake Retreat 
*BCE family members participated in 
the retreat at their own expense. 
Church News 
from page eleven 
Weidman: Talia Dawn, born May 20, 
to Paul and (Cathy Weidman, Souderton 
congregation. Pa. 
White: Kevin Hess, born Sept. 20, to 
Donald and Debbie White. Manor con-
gregation. Pa. 
Womer: Jeremy David, born Aug. 29, 
to Richard and Rosemary Womer, Cedar 
Grove congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Ball-Heise: Lois, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Heise, Ontario, Ca., and Douglas, 
son of Mrs. Marjorie Ball, Downey, Ca., 
March 31, in the Queen Mary Wedding 
Chapel with Capt. Pomeroy officiating. 
Engle-Heisey: Holly F., daughter of 
Marion and Rachel Heisey, Bloomfield, 
N M „ and Howard, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mahlon Engle, Abilene, Ks., July 21, in the 
Navajo Mission Chapel, with brother of 
the groom, Rev. Dale W. Engle and father 
of the bride officiating. 
Fisher-Schulz: Kathleen Mary, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. Schulz, and 
Glenn Allan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Abram 
K. Fisher, both of Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 22, 
in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Frey-Leaman: Dorothy Eileen, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. Leaman, 
Willow Street, Pa., and Ted Anthony, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n K. Frey, Maytown, 
Pa., Aug. 25, in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Haw-
baker officiating. 
Giles-Sherk: Donna, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Sherk, and Christopher 
Arthur, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Giles, 
Stevensville, Ont., Sept. 1, 1979, by the 
groom's father. 
Graham-Ingram: Mazie Ing ram and 
Aaron Graham, Aug. 22, in the Mainsville 
United Brethren in Christ Church, with 
Rev. Robert Mentzer officiating. 
to page fourteen 
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Board of Christian Education 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
J o h n Ar thur Brubaker 
P.O. Box 127. Nappanee. Indiana 46550 
(219) 7T3>-3\6<\ 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
J o h n R. Yeatls 
Open Letter to the Brotherhood: 
At the request of the Board of Christian Education, I have agreed to serve 
as General Conference quiz director for the coming year. To be honest, I very 
much want to do it. I'm looking forward to getting back into quizzing. 
My modest credentials are based on experience and a relationship. The 
experience stems from four years as a quizzer. The relationship is with perhaps 
the most passionate Bible quiz enthusiast in the brotherhood, Merle Brubaker 
(my father) . 
The last year I quizzed was in 1974, on the book of Acts. Dad coached our 
team—from Grantham church—to first place at the General Conference finals in 
Canada. (This year my role will be different, but the elements are the same). 
Since that year there have been several exciting developments in bible 
quizzing. Brethren in Christ quizzing will now be based on the New International 
Version of the Bible, allowing fuller comprehension for the quizzers. Previous 
national quiz directors (such as Ken Hoke of Carlisle) have continued the 
pattern of professional and consistent decision making. And BIC teams have 
made a tradition of well-representing the denomination at the annual World 
Bible Quizzing convention. 
This year promises to be an especially rewarding time to be involved in 
Brethren in Christ bible quizzing. The regional conferenced quiz directors 
appointed to date are all experienced and able. (I hope to establish lines of 
communication with them that will allow coordinated leadership between the 
national and regional levels.) And many teams have already been formed, with 
enthusiastic quizzers and competent coaches. 
It is my desire that as many teams as possible participate in bible quizzing 
this year. I would encourage individuals interested in starting a team in their 
church to contact me immediately. I'll send you information on forming a team, 
provide a set of sample questions on Acts Chapter 1 to get you started, and tell 
you where to get some very nice pocket sized Acts—in the New International 
Version. Most importantly, I'll put you in touch with your regional quiz director, 
and he or she can work with you from there. 
Incidentally, I hope that any established teams who have not yet made contact 
with their regional director would write me as well. 
Thank you for reading about my hopes and plans for bible quizzing this year. 
Please write and share yours with me. 
Yours in the name of Christ whom Paul preached. 
Dave Brubaker 
General Conference Quiz Director 
2026 N. Broad Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19121 
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I don' t know how long he had been 
at the church when the members no-
ticed. I'm certain he must have been on 
his best behavior for at least a few 
months. 
Some members think that the first 
time they noticed was the night he 
failed to show up for a committee. The 
next day he explained to a member 
that he had met a friend who had 
invited him to a community activity. "I 
knew you could carry on without me," 
he said with a disarming smile. 
When he missed the first prayer 
meeting is a matter of dispute. Some 
say one day and some another. But all 
agree that he failed to show up a 
number of times. Not that he ever 
failed to provide for a speaker; it was 
just that, well, people kind of expect 
the pastor to be at prayer meeting. A 
member recalls one explanation: " 'A 
little j ob I had to get done at home, ' he 
said. 'It wasn't much, but it was bug-
ging the wife.' " 
Then it was a Sunday evening he 
missed. The members do remember 
that date, becausejust the week before, 
he had spoken on the brotherhood of 
believers and the necessity of Christian 
fellowship—"so much the more as you 
see the day approach ing , " he had 
quoted. "The fact is," he explained to a 
member, "I wasn't on the program, 




home for once, I decided to take time 
out with them. And I was really tired 
and probably wouldn't have gotten 
much out of the service anyway." 
Probably all this would have been 
forgiven if it hadn't been for the morn-
ing he arrived ten minutes late for the 
church service. And that morning he 
was to be the speaker. He didn't give 
any explanation—just marched up the 
aisle to the front and went on as if 
nothing had happened. Before long he 
was late more often than not. It got so 
you could almost count on his walking 
in with the other latecomers. When a 
deacon ventured to speak to him about 
it, he just said he had gotten into the 
habit of starting late and it was hard to 
kick the habit. 
The whole thing came to a head the 
morning he didn't show up for the ser-
vice at all. On the spur of the moment, 
members learned later, he had decided 
to go for a drive, since the fall colors 
were so beautiful. "Not many more 
nice days left," he said. "And I thought 
I'd not be missed, since I met so many 
members on the way." 
Well, it was then that the church 
board met, talked over what it meant 
to be a minister in their church, and 
decided to get a dependable minister. 
"He doesn't even know what mem-
bership in the church means," said one 
board member. 
"He doesn't realize the importance 
of the church," said another. 
The secretary summed it all up in the 
minutes of the meeting, after the vote 
to dismiss him had been passed. 
"It was clear he cannot be a minister 
here if he insists on acting just like the 
rest of the members . . ." 
John M. Drescher is presently teaching at 
Eastern Mennonite Seminary and College and 
pastoring the Campus Church. 
from page twelve 
Grieve-Damude: Lisa Frances, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Damude, 
and John Victor Grieve, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roland Gilbert, Sept. 29, with Rev. 
John Day officiating. 
Lehman-Thrush: Judith Ann, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Thrush, Mercers-
burg, Pa., and Nathan Wayne, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Christian Lehman, Lancaster, 
Pa., Sept. 15, in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Haw-
baker and Rev. John Lehman officiating. 
Miller-Johnson: Deborah Lynn, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Edward Johnson, 
Lancaster, Pa., and William Michael, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Wright, Lititz, 
Pa., and the late William Miller, Sept. 1, in 
the home of the groom's parents with Rev. 
Dale W. Engle officiating. 
Myers-Bert: Eunice, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Bert, and Dennis, son of 
Amos and Gladys Myers, Aug. 25, in the 
Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Frank Kipe officiating. 
Rineer-Lefever: C. Elaine, daughter of 
Mr. Clair G. Lefever, Myerstown, Pa., and 
Mrs. Donald Hess, Millersville, Pa., and 
Randy L., son of Mrs. Blanche E. Rineer, 
Willow Street, Pa., and the late Howard B. 
Rineer, Aug. 18, in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Strause-Zerhy: Tammy Zerhy, Rebers-
burg. Pa., and Ronald Strause, Spring 
Mills, Pa., Aug. 18, in the Green Grove 
Brethren in Chris t Church with Rev. 
Thomas Bouch officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brantner: M. La Verne Brantner, Everett, 
Pa., born Nov. 28, 1923, died Sept. 22, 
1979. She is survived by her husband; five 
daughters; and a son. The funeral service 
was conducted in the Rays Cove Christian 
Church by Rev. M. Nesserbodt and Rev. 
Earl J. Lehman. Interment was in the 
adjoining cemetery. 
Brubaker: Frances M. Brubaker, West-
field, Pa., born May 11, 1904, died Oct. 10, 
1979, in the Chambersburg Hospital. She 
was the daughter of Rev. Ambrose and 
Amelia Martin Myers. On June 29, 1937, 
she was married to Allen G. Brubaker who 
survives. She is also survived by six chil-
dren: Rev. A. Hess, Rev. A. Graybill, Rev. 
Merle E., Rev. J. Milford, Lois Fern, and 
Stanley E.; two sisters; 22 grandchildren; 
and five great-grandchildren. She was a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church 
where she served many years with her hus-
band. Services were held in the Chambers-
burg, Jemison Valley, and Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ Churches with Revs. 
Charlie B. Byers, J. M. Brubaker, James 
Stauffer, A. Hess Brubaker, Dale H. Engle, 
A Graybill Brubaker, and Merle E. Bru-
baker officiating. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
by John M. Drescher 
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Editorial 
The Church — 
We Are A Brotherhood! 
A deep feeling of concern or a spontaneous exclamation 
of goodwill and best wishes, are feelings that are common 
in a brotherhood. Truly such ties are but the common bond 
that unites those who are one in Christ. 
Such mutual interest has a scriptural basis. "Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity. It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: 
that went down to the skirts of his g a r m e n t s . . . Psalm 133. 
Differing opinions, and unity of goodwill and brotherhood 
are not mutually exclusive. A spirit of oneness runs much 
deeper than sentiments or opinions. Unity that is Christ-
centered recognizes that no one person possesses sufficient 
wisdom to always provide the right answers. 
We live and move in a society that desperately needs the 
"precious ointment" of godly interest and loving concern. 
Because we are Christians is no assurance that deep waters 
and severe heartache will not well nigh overwhelm us. . . . 
"We have this treasure in earthen vessels"; fragile and 
breakable. As Christians we need each other. 
And then out there is a hurting world that aches beyond 
measure. Christian motivation and feeling, wanting to 
serve, are not limited to the 'household of faith. ' No insur-
ance, however adequate the coverage (this writer is pro 
insurance) can fully alleviate the despair and precipitated 
crisis that hits at the unexpected moment. Showing love 
and giving a lifting hand to whosoever is a method of 
effective witness for Christ. 
Hurricane Frederick hit Mobile, Alabama, and soon the 
mercy men were in the midst planning how to perform a 
relief ministry. This writer knows well a couple who felt a 
deep urge to go to Alabama. The husband, a responsible 
worker for a large firm, asked for a week of his vacation to 
share with the desperate need in Mobile. The reply: "Go 
and help, we will pay your full wage and not count it as part 
of your vacation!" Such humanitarianism is noted with 
appreciation. 
The spirit of Brotherhood feels and acts toward the 
hungry and destitute. But the same spirit of Brotherhood 
chooses carefully the agency through which it gives. 
Church organizations such as MCC and like groups, hold 
A Brotherhood 
the record for minimum overhead, meaning that the larg-
est portion of a dollar given will arrive at the point of need. 
I wonder if we might be able to share still more. 
Brotherhood causes us to feel deeply for our fellow 
Christians in Rhodesia. Agonizing choices for the rank 
and file are the order of the day. Brutality knows no 
bounds in guerilla warfare. Unprincipled and inhuman 
acts seem to be the norm. Our fellow church leaders in 
Rhodesia should be much in our prayers. It is a Church in 
crisis. 
And then, there are a multiplicity of heartaches, many of 
which are not in the headlines. Sighs and groans often do 
not surface from within four walls. Brotherhood does not 
meddle in other people's affairs, only maintains a Christian 
alertness to make someone's way easier. 
It is hoped we can preserve something of a spirit of 
common bond. Today an incident in general church life is 
soon common knowledge in the U.S.A., Canada and 
Brethren in Christ mission areas across the world. 
Ethnic and familial ties have their place but should be 
spiritually superseded by a spiritual kinship that has made 
us one in Christ. 
J .N.H. 
November 10, 1979 15 1 




Mental Health Services—30 Years 
Pressures and crises in today's world continue to result 
in emotional stress, violence, conflicts and the breakdown 
of structures and values. In this setting the church has a 
continued responsibility to help persons with problems 
discover their place in a stressful world. 
Mennonite Mental Health Services (MMHS) , an affil-
iate of Mennonite Central Committee, is a resource as the 
church seeks to minister in the area of mental health. 
M M H S grew out of the work of some 1,500 Mennonite 
youth during the 1940's, who learned firsthand the hor-
rendous conditions of state-operated mental institutions 
when they volunteered as mental health aides through 
Civilian Public Service (CPS). 
In a period of less than 20 years, seven mental health 
facilities were set up and put into operation by Mennonites 
in the U.S. and Canada. 
Today these centers and hospitals continue to serve in 
ever broadening ways. The services still include hospital-
ization, but offer much more. Day treatment and outpa-
tient services were provided almost f rom the beginning. 
The centers have also offered specialized services for chil-
dren, youth, the elderly, for drug and alcohol addicts and 
for delinquents and offenders. There are halfway houses, 
community homes, special schools, rehabilitation centers, 
satellite clinics and visitation teams. They have provided 
numerous therapies: individual and group psychotherapy, 
chemotherapy as well as occupational and recreational 
therapy. 
What is the future of M M HS? Much remains to be done 
in the task of helping people cope with an often fragmented 
world. Perhaps what Mennonite Mental Health Services 
has accomplished in three decades is but a fraction of what 
the church, in partnership with human service profession-
als and others, has yet to do "in the name of Christ." 
—MCC Release 
MCC Invited to White House Reception 
Among the invited guests at White House receptions for 
Pope Paul II were William T. Snyder, executive secretary 
of Mennonite Central Committee, and his wife Lucille. 
The invitation was "from President and Mrs. Carter on the 
occasion of the visit of His Holiness John Paul II." 
At the October 6 reception the Pope spoke on two 
subjects of high concern: the limitatioh of atomic weapons 
and economic and social justice. Speaking of the United 
States efforts for arms limitations, he said, "With all my 
heart, I hope that there will be no relaxing of efforts both to 
reduce the risk of a fatal and disastrous worldwide confla-
gration and to secure a prudent and progressive reduction 
of the destructive capacity of military arsenals." 
He urged the United States to take the lead in "the 
establishing of a world order that will create the necessary 
economic and trade conditions for a more just relationship 
between all the nations of the world." This must be done, 
he emphasized, "even if it involves a notable change in the 
attitudes and life styles of those blessed with a larger share 
of the world's good." 
The reception was a cause of joy, Snyder observed, as 
the Pope stressed the worth of the individual person made 
in the likeness of God. But there was also concern that at 
such meetings of the church and the state the separation of 
the two not be breached. 
—MCC Release 
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